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GENEROSITY
MATTERS
Your Gifts at Work

and reduce pain for individuals receiving 
services from Oakwood’s rehabilitation team.

$30,000 was invested to bring three different 
methods of treatment: shortwave diathermy, 
ultrasound, and electrical stimulation (E-Stim). 

“With E-Stim, a person who couldn’t lift their 
arm when we first met, can relearn how to hold 
a toothbrush,” said Kat Westcott, a certified and 
licensed occupational therapist assistant. She 
has served individuals on the University Woods 
campus since 2019, and is now seeing better 
outcomes for stroke patients.

“E-Stim allows muscles to remember how to do 
these things, so the person can brush their teeth 
again after a stroke, which wasn’t something 
they thought they’d be able to do.”  

Another tool Kat is glad to have is shortwave 
diathermy. “It can deliver heat deep below  
the skin where it makes a difference at the 
molecular level, where it helps blood flow,  
which helps decrease pain.”

Kristin Lefel, the Director of Therapy and 
Fitness at Oakwood Village, said the new 
equipment provides a wonderful opportunity  
for skilled care patients and individuals 
receiving rehab on an outpatient basis. 

“These state-of-the-art systems put Oakwood 
atop many other therapy clinics and facilities 
with new and innovative interventions available 
for acute and chronic pain management, 
stroke, brain and spinal cord injuries, and 
musculoskeletal impairments,” said Kristin.

Jackie Tarnutzer came to Oakwood to recover 
after a stroke last fall. She received rehab while 
staying in the Hebron Oaks Skilled Care and 
Rehabilitation facility then moved into Tabor 
Oaks assisted living while continuing rehab on 
an outpatient basis in 2026.

Jackie has seen improvements thanks to E-Stim 
and is looking forward to moving back home. 
“When E-Stim is on, you feel it pulsing through 
your muscles. It feels like it’s a part of you, like 
a buzzing inside. It’s not painful. It seems like a 
part of you is waking up. I can tell the difference 
that it’s (E-Stim) made in the use of my arm. 
It’s not anywhere near normal, but it’s more 
responsive than it was.”

Kat Westcott, 
COTA, sets up 
E-Stim for Jackie 
Tarnutzer’s 
rehab session.
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Your Gifts Deliver Smiles
In 2025, Oakwood’s music therapist, 
Rebekah Morano, asked for a grant to  
bring “Music and Memories” to residents 
living on the Prairie Ridge and University 
Woods campuses. 

“This idea was developed by a Madison 
community member, and shared with us,” 
said Rebekah. 

Twelve devices were purchased, six per 
campus. A handful of residents have 
enjoyed watching a slideshow of beloved 
family photos while listening to their 
favorite music, whether the residents are 
alone or with their loved ones. 

One resident’s daughter said, “The device 
Oakwood provided helped us share stories 

with visitors and staff about mom’s life to 
keep her memories alive. She would ask for 
it to be turned on as a source of comfort 
that enhanced her time there.” 

Another resident, Vicki McCaulley, received 
one last fall. McCaulley’s family is glad she 
has it.

“The music and photo device has been a 

wonderful addition to our mother’s life at 

Seasons. We are deeply grateful to Oakwood 

for providing such a thoughtful way for 

families and residents to stay connected. 

When we can’t be there in person, it allows 

us to share memories and maintain a 

meaningful sense of closeness.”

Seasons resident, Vicki McCaulley, watching and listening  
to her device alongside music therapist, Rebekah Morano
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Your gifts help older adults living beyond 
Oakwood’s campus boundaries through support 
for SAIL (Sharing Active Independent Lives).

It’s a unique organization that receives financial 
and leadership support from two of Madison’s 
retirement communities. Ann Albert, executive 
director of AgeBetter (a 501(c)(3) and SAIL’s 
parent organization), has been with SAIL since 
the beginning.

“SAIL celebrated its 20th anniversary last year. 
We were created as an extension of the missions 
of Oakwood and Attic Angel to support older 
adults living in the community. I think it is 
very cool that these local organizations, while 
competitors, have worked together to lead the 
mission of healthy, active aging,” said Ann.

SAIL has more than 500 members, ranging 
in age from 59 to 104. According to Ann, 
“SAIL members can draw from services, as 
well as volunteer to help one another and the 
organization. They enjoy social and educational 
events and gatherings. Everything we do is 
based on connections that help us live in a safer, 
healthier way as we age.”

Oakwood Foundation support is used, in part,  
to deliver education throughout the year, and  
in 2026, SAIL members will be prepared for 
emergencies. “A member suggested we make 
sure people are checking on their smoke and 
carbon monoxide detectors to be certain 
batteries get changed and the detectors work 
or get replaced,” said Ann. SAIL volunteers as 
well as an electrician, one of many SAIL-vetted 
professionals, will perform the service.

The Oakwood Foundation annually supports 
SAIL’s sliding-fee program, which makes 
membership available to everyone. 

Oakwood Village CEO Jan Hamilton-Crawford 
supports SAIL because it aligns with Oakwood’s 
mission to serve older adults with dignity, 
compassion, and excellence. She currently serves 
as chair of the AgeBetter Board of Directors. 

“I was attracted to SAIL because together, we  

can strengthen community connections even 

more, expand access to meaningful programs,  

and ensure that our residents remain engaged 

with the broader community.”

“As Board chair I want to ensure this partnership 
is transformational in reaching a greater diverse 
population of Madison. Simply put, SAIL shares 
the Oakwood heart of service and commitment 
of serving. This shared purpose is why I became 
actively involved.”

Interested in learning more?  
Visit SAILtoday.org or call their office  
at (608) 230-4445. 

Your Gifts Support Older Adults at Home

In 2025, SAIL offered members  
training on using extinguishers.
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Welcome New 2025 Donor Society Members!
The Oakwood Foundation sincerely thanks you – and every donor whose generosity strengthens 
the mission of Oakwood Village. Your support makes a meaningful difference in the lives of those 
we serve. We are pleased to recognize on this page the generous supporters who joined an Oakwood 
Foundation society for the first time in 2025. A full listing of all 2025 Oakwood Foundation donors 
will appear in the 2026 issue of Oakwood Outlook.

Golden Oak Society
The Golden Oak Society recognizes those whose calendar year giving totals $5,000 or more. Oakwood Foundation thanks our new 
Golden Oak Society members who gave generously in 2025.

C. Brooks & Virginia Brenneis
Marilyn & Phil Bruden
Charles & Joanne Bunge

James & Judith Callen
Kathleen Knox
Douglas & Rosemary Moore

Andrew Sather & Katharine Emory
Alice York
George & Dorothy Zografi

Lifetime Golden Oak Society
The Lifetime Golden Oak Society recognizes those whose 
generous lifetime giving has reached $50,000 or more.

Claire Quist Box Carol Viviani

President’s Circle
The President’s Circle recognizes those whose generous lifetime 
giving has reached $100,000 or more.

Kit-Yin Ling

Oak Society 
The Oak Society recognizes those whose calendar year giving totals $1,000–$4,499. Oakwood Foundation thanks our new  
Oak Society members who gave generously in 2025.

Peggy Ahlgren
David & Ruth Assmus
Bank of Sun Prairie
Jennifer Bethel
Sue & William Bridson
Timothy & Valerie Burland
Marilyn Ebben
Karen & Harry Field

Dick Goldberg & Lisa Munro
Robert Gwynne
Peter Healy
Jim Holden & Gundega Korsts
Patty Keller
Jim & Polly Kuelbs
Kathleen Larson
Sonja & Gerhard Luetschwager

Carol & Ronald Mach
Lynn Manthe
Kirsten & Bob McKee
James Oh
David & Gretchen Pearson
Rosanne Raemisch
Susan Ross
Judith & Steven Rubert

Bob & Chris Selk
Liz Seymour
David & Karen Smith
Lee Wenning
Eve Wilkie
Sally & David Wolff
Carolyn & Jerry Young
Douglas & Karen Zweizig

Oak Tree Circle
The Oak Tree Circle recognizes donors who give recurring gifts each month via credit card, direct deposit, or payroll deduction.

Parker Boyer
Donna Caldwell
Kiah Calmese
Lakesha Crisler
Hejinkey Darboe
Crystal Delwiche
Syntheia Fields
Kaia Gassner

Olga Gomez
Aimee Granger
Jalia Greer
Ruyi Hall
Doreen Harrison
Yadyshmar Henry
Eric Jacobson
Keimoni Johnson

Zhane Jones
Mary-Patricia Laub
Ann Lee
Brandon Lofgren
Elizabeth Mason
Brittney Mollet
Brandon Moore-Gallagher
Connie Powe

Cheryl Samuels
Nakisha Sanders
Jared Schmid
Amy Thomas
Latoya White
Sarah Wieloch
Ashley Williamson-Ripp

Oak Legacy Circle
The Oak Legacy Circle recognizes and appreciates those who 
have indicated in 2025 that the Oakwood Foundation  
is named in their estate plan.

Diane Lausar
Lynn & Pat Schwantes

Josephine Skogman
Susan Ullsvik

Oakwood Remembers
Oakwood Foundation honors the memory of friends whose 
heartfelt legacy gifts were gratefully received in 2025. Their 
generosity continues to strengthen our community, leaving 
an enduring impact that will be cherished for years to come.

Thea Brunsell
Dale & Lila Ann Mathwich

Nancy Okey
Edna Paske

RoseMary Stassi
Charles Stumpf


