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Faith
As a Lutheran organization, faith is a core value. Faith goes beyond religion 

to a deep honoring of the human spirit and the divine that lives within.  
At Oakwood our commitment to strong spiritual life programming and our 
efforts to remain true to the vision and intentions of our founding Lutheran 

congregations is just one aspect of our services that sets Oakwood apart 
from other Madison retirement communities.
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A PEOPLE BUSINESS 
Employees are Key to Oakwood’s Success 
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These days it’s rare to drive down the road without 

seeing “Help Wanted” or “Now Hiring” signs outside 

just about every business. Unemployment is low 

nationwide, with Dane County’s unemployment rate 

at just 2.4% as of January 2019, according to the U.S. 

Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Attracting and retaining great employees is on the 

mind of every business these days, and Oakwood is no 

exception. People – residents, employees, volunteers 

– make up the fabric of the two campuses. Caregivers, 

housekeepers and waitstaff not only provide core 

services, they define Oakwood.

“It’s a challenging and competitive staffing 

environment,” shares Emilie Knutson, Director of 

Human Resources on the Prairie Ridge campus. 

“We’re everywhere we need to be, and we’re pretty 

creative with being places you might not expect 

us to be, when it comes to recruiting,” adds Karin 

Hendrickson, Director of Human Resources at 

University Woods. 

Oakwood is connected with area high schools, 

technical colleges, and other schools in the area. 

Members of the Human Resources team have built 

relationships with staff at those schools and Oakwood 

is present at their career fairs. Karin and Emilie’s 

teams have also created partnerships with local 

organizations such as YWCA and Centro Hispano  

as part of its recruitment effort.

Retaining Good Employees 
From the employer’s standpoint, there’s ‘good 

turnover’ and ‘not good turnover’ Karin explains. 

When looking at turnover, it is expected that a certain 

amount of staff will not stay on long-term. 

“We hire high school students. We would love for 

them to stay and build their career with us, but 

we would also never want to hold them back from 

pursuing a different path or going off to college,” says 

Karin. “So that turnover is expected. It’s okay, and you 

can plan for that.” 

People make up the fabric of the two campuses. 

Caregivers, housekeepers and waitstaff not only  

provide core services, they define Oakwood.

A PEOPLE BUSINESS 
Employees are Key to Oakwood’s Success 
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“Whether someone is 

cleaning a hallway, 

serving a meal or 

providing care,  

you receive feedback  

and thanks on a 

regular basis.”

– EMILIE KNUTSON,  
PRAIRIE RIDGE DIRECTOR OF  

HUMAN RESOURCES



Furthermore, caregivers in assisted living or skilled 

nursing may be on career paths that take them 

through nursing school, so serving as a certified 

nursing assistant or resident assistant may be a 

temporary position. 

In any case, retention and recruitment go hand-in-

hand, and the Human Resources department has 

been focused on better-understanding what it can 

do to keep employees. Because an important part 

of employee retention is employee appreciation, 

Oakwood recently surveyed employees to learn how 

they prefer to be shown appreciation. 

“The number one answer that came back from 

staff was just to say thanks. They just want to be 

told thank you,” shares Emilie. Knowing that, the 

employee-run Thrive Committee has been coming up 

with creative and different ways to express gratitude 

to staff and to brighten their day. Bi-monthly popcorn 

giveaways are a mainstay, and seasonal and holiday-

related appreciation efforts often take the form of 

edible treats and notes of gratitude. 

But it takes more than events to keep employees. 

“We believe our organization does a good job of 

appreciating employees. Sometimes it’s the tangible 

things that make the big difference to employees,” 

says Karin. “People need their paycheck – that’s a key 

part of why they’re working. Oakwood’s leadership 

team and board realize there’s pressure on wages.” 

Karin and Emilie are proud that the recently-signed 

union contract resulted in a significant overall wage 

increase for union employees. “That’s going to go 

a long way to keep us competitive and to show 

appreciation,” Karin adds.

Another prevalent issue when looking at how to  

keep employees is work/life balance. “We are always 

trying to find ways to allow for better balance. We 

want to enable staff to live their life and also have 

a successful career here at Oakwood. It’s about 

flexibility,” Karin says. 

“One nice thing we offer is very flexible schedules 

so people can ease in – a person doesn’t have to feel 

like they need to commit to a 40-hour week in order 

to work at Oakwood. With the different positions 

and shifts we offer, there really is something for 

everybody,” says Karin.

4.8 
YEARS

30%
Avg. Length of Employment

OAKWOOD EMPLOYMENT BY THE NUMBERS

Percentage of Employees  
over 5 years of service

233
Total Employees over  

5 years of service
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Donors Make a Difference 
Donors support Oakwood’s Employee Appreciation 

Fund, a fund which ensures eligible employees receive 

an annual monetary gift at the end of each year and 

helps express the appreciation residents and families 

have for Oakwood staff. The employee appreciation 

celebration held on each campus during the holidays 

has become a highly-anticipated event.

Oakwood donors have also recently made a pilot 

caregiver mentor program possible at Oakwood, 

providing training resources and financial incentives 

to pair new certified nursing assistants or resident 

assistants with a seasoned staff member and support 

them through their training process. 

“We wanted to improve how we were training new 

hires, and also understand how the expectation of 

ongoing training affects current employees,” Emilie 

explains. This mentor partnership, thanks to gifts to 

the Oakwood Foundation, provides greater support for 

the new employee and gives them assurance that they 

have resources and support at Oakwood in addition to 

their supervisor. 

Meaningful Work 
With such a tight labor market, why do people  

choose to work at Oakwood? “This is generally a 

positive and supportive environment,” Emilie states. 

“The work we do is appreciated and feedback is 

immediate. Whether someone is cleaning a hallway, 

serving a meal or providing care, you receive feedback 

and thanks on a regular basis. Knowing that we get  

to work in the homes of residents is meaningful  

and powerful.” 

136

21

2.7%

Total Employees over  
10 years of service

Total Employees over  
20 years of service

Percentage of Employees  
over 20 years of service

17.6%
Percentage of Employees  

over 10 years of service
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In June of 2004, when Glenda Sweet responded 

to an ad seeking volunteers at Oakwood Village, she 

had no idea that she would still be coming to the 

University Woods campus nearly 15 years later. 

“I saw an ad Oakwood listed with the United Way. 

They needed volunteers to help with art therapy for 

residents in memory care,” Glenda recalls. “At that 

time, I was just tentatively looking for volunteer 

opportunities because I needed to do something.” 

Glenda had lost her husband, and her aging  

father was caring for her mother, who was 

developing dementia. 

“My mother and father were in Arizona, and I  

was frustrated because I was at such a distance.  

I hoped I could learn something at Oakwood that I 

could pass along to my dad who was my mother’s 

faithful caregiver. But I never expected to have the 

other rewards of being there and meeting people. 

Interacting with Oakwood residents became the joy  

of my life.” 

Glenda volunteers each week as an art therapy 

assistant for memory care residents. She’s also 

involved with a weekly knitting group. 

“I just love it. I really enjoy getting to know residents. 

It’s wonderful.”

The success of many programs at Oakwood is only 

possible thanks to committed volunteers, says Kim 

Viney, Oakwood Village University Woods Volunteer 

Services Coordinator. 

Oakwood Volunteers  
Give and Receive 
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“Volunteers are a valuable human resource for us  

like our employees are,” Kim says. ”Volunteers do 

things that benefit residents in many different ways. 

And not all volunteer roles involve working directly 

with residents.”

Volunteer opportunities range from working in the 

campus store to bringing in a pet for regular visits  

with residents. 

“We also need people to help get residents in our 

health care programs to monthly events,” Kim says. 

“We can always use help from volunteer drivers who 

use their own vehicles to take people to appointments 

in the community. And we love to have musicians 

volunteer to play on occasion.”

Dick Steinhofer, an 82-year-old City of Madison 

retiree, says he gets a lot of satisfaction from 

volunteering. Dick has been a devoted volunteer  

for more than eight years. He now schedules all  

of the volunteer drivers for University Woods  

campus residents. 

“People make a request for a ride seven days prior to 

their appointment, and I schedule the drivers. I have 

about 13 drivers. Most live at Oakwood. We get about 

11 requests for rides per week.”

Mary Peck, who has served as Volunteer Services 

Coordinator on the Prairie Ridge campus since 2016, 

and recently announced her plans to retire, says 

there is a wide range of opportunities for community 

members and residents to get involved. Requests for 

volunteer help come from all areas of campus. 

When there are extremely popular programs, staff 

members will put out a call for additional volunteers 

to take people to the event or assist with the program 

itself. The chaplain may ask for people to usher or 

sing in the choir. There are sometimes requests for 

volunteer help with gardening. 

Mary notes that many people are regular volunteers. 

“We have a person who comes to show Thursday 

night movies,” Mary says. “She’s been doing that 

for a very long time. There are also ‘behind-the-

scenes’ volunteers. Lots of residents help with mail 

distribution or the Oaktree newsletter. When people 

move in, they want to be involved as volunteers. We 

encourage opportunities for people whenever there  

is a need.”

“Interacting with 

Oakwood residents  

became the joy of  

my life..”

– GLENDA SWEET
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While there are countless volunteer opportunities 

for residents, many volunteers from the Madison 

community get involved through their churches  

or through friends who are residents. Others live 

nearby or simply have an interest in working with 

older individuals. 

Shruthie Kuttigadde, who moved to Madison from 

India, lives near the Prairie Ridge campus with her 

husband. She volunteers in the salon and as a cashier 

in the Village Mercantile three or four times per week. 

Shruthie, a 26-year-old engineer, is unable to work 

currently under the conditions of her visa, so she 

sought out ways to get involved in the community. 

She says she’s grateful for the opportunity to 

volunteer on the Prairie Ridge campus. 

“If anyone asked me about volunteering at Oakwood, 

I would say definitely they should do it. I have been 

there over a year and everybody is so friendly. Even 

though my accent is different, nobody complains 

about it. They are so welcoming and accepting of me. 

One resident is even teaching me how to quilt!”

Longtime volunteer Jan Harold says she likes the idea 

of younger people and new residents volunteering. 

“I enjoy interacting with residents. I’m part of the 

older generation now, too. But a couple of people who 

volunteer with me are pushing 90!” 

Jan, who turned 79 earlier this year, says volunteering 

keeps her young. With nearly 18 years of volunteer 

service, few have volunteered at Oakwood longer  

than Jan. 

“My aunt and uncle were among the first residents 

who moved to the Prairie Ridge campus in 2001. We 

went to visit them and I saw a newsletter on their 
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coffee table and read they had volunteer opportunities 

at the Village Mercantile. I thought that would be a 

way to get me over here to visit them,” she says. 

Jan encourages others to find opportunities to give 

of their time and talent at Oakwood. Recently, she 

encouraged a friend to get involved. 

“She lost her husband, and now that she lives in 

an apartment, she misses working in the yard. I 

encouraged her to come help the horticulturalist or 

help residents who have gardens. It’s fun! There’s 

something about it that makes you feel good doing 

something with and for other people. It keeps me 

going. It keeps my mind fresh!” 

No matter the role, volunteers are helping older adults 

by doing something to impact their lives. And they 

are gaining something in the process. 

Shelley Caw volunteers with art therapy for assisted 

living residents at the University Woods campus. 

“Residents will say, ‘I can’t do art!’ And I tell them I 

can’t either! It’s really about building community and 

connecting with a creativity you don’t know you have.” 

The 52-year-old Madison resident says she finds the 

experience gratifying. 

“The people who live at Oakwood are so great. While 

we paint or draw, people start telling stories, and 

there’s a richness where people are telling stories and 

sharing memories. When your hands are busy with 

creativity it opens you up to conversation. I’m the  

one who actually gets the therapy from listening  

to all of that.”

Shelley finds it so meaningful, she has been assisting 

for nearly seven years. 

“At Oakwood, you go as a volunteer to give something. 

But you get something so precious in return.” 

For more information about opportunities to  
volunteer at Oakwood Village, contact: University 
Woods Volunteer Services Coordinator Kim Viney  
(kim.viney@oakwoodvillage.net) or Prairie Ridge  
Life Enrichment Supervisor Liz Gade-Schara  
(liz.gade-schara@oakwoodvillage.net) 
or visit www.oakwoodvillage.net/volunteer

Volunteer Services Coordinator Mary Peck works with volunteer 

Shruthie Kuttigadde in the Village Mercantile

Jan Harold has been volunteering on the Prairie Ridge 

campus for nearly 18 years
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St. Martin’s 
Lutheran Church

COMMITTED TO COMMUNITY

In 1878, the “German Lutherans” of Cross Plains 

gathered in an old school house and organized St. 

Martin’s Lutheran Congregation. 

Nearly 100 years later, in 1973, the congregation moved 

to its new parish on nearby Church Street. Stained 

glass windows, designed and donated by a family in 

the parish, serve as a focal point above the altar in the 

sanctuary. A stained glass image of Jesus is located in 

the narthex of the church, just outside the sanctuary. 

The beautiful, open church invites all who approach 

its doors.

“It’s just a big, welcoming community. It feels like 

family here,” says church council president, Jenny 

Niesen, a member of the church since 2000. 

The theme of family is evident throughout the church. 

The lower level of the church is home to childcare 

programs in partnership with the Little Red Preschool 

in Middleton. Sunday School programs work in 

rotations, giving children the opportunity to learn 

Bible stories through art, movie-watching, storytelling, 

drama and cooking. 

St. Martin’s also participates in a wide variety of 

ministries and outreach programs in addition to their 

youth ministries. 

“Our members are committed. There are a lot of 

passionate people here that really want to reach 

out and be there to help others,” says Niesen. The 

church holds clothing and food drives to benefit the 

Middleton Outreach Ministry (MOM) food pantry, 

hosts a Giving Tree at Christmastime, and has a 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors program, to name just  

a few examples of community outreach. 

Older adults can enjoy fellowship and participate 

in trips held through the church’s Adult Adventure 

program. Trips include activities like a visit to Olbrich 

Gardens, and an afternoon making maple syrup.

Outside the church sits a beautifully-landscaped 

prayer garden. In the warm months, the natural 

beauty and tranquility of the space provide a 

welcoming place to sit, meditate, and pray. The 

space is open not just to church members, but the 

community as well. 
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AT A GLANCE...

Year Established: 1878

Interim Pastors: Dennis and Paulette Creswell

Website: www.stmartinscp.org

Phone: (608) 798-2777

Address: 2427 Church Street | Cross Plains, WI 53528

Service times: Sunday at 9:00am

Number of members: 250

“There are a lot of 

passionate people  

here that really want 

to reach out and be 

there to help others.” 

– JENNY NIESEN,CHURCH 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT
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When January of 2020 rolls around and Dan 

Stein’s retirement begins, he has a long list of things 

to tackle. 

“I like to golf and travel. I’m interested in genealogy. 

I may audit some college courses, and I’d like to get 

more involved in my church. The second week of 

retirement might be busy too,” he jokes. 

Retirement will be a deserved break for Dan, who 

has led the Madison-based Second Harvest Foodbank 

of Southern Wisconsin for the past 10+ years. He 

assumed the role after a career in the private sector 

which spanned more than 30 years, including 14 years 

at the helm of a telecommunications company. It was 

time for a change, he says. 

“Something didn’t feel right. I knew people who 

worked for nonprofits, and they were driven by a 

mission. Like them, I was more interested in basic 

needs. I even considered the seminary.” 

Dan made the transition when he became President 

and CEO of Second Harvest to address hunger among 

people living in southwest Wisconsin. 

“It’s the hardest job I ever had, but the most rewarding,” 

he says. “Here, every day, you see a difference you 

make in someone’s life. If you like instant response 

and instant gratification, you get it in this industry.”

Dan notes he’s not the only one seeking that  

kind of meaningful transition from for-profit to  

non-profit life. 

“I get asked about this a lot from people later in 

their work life who are interested in their last career 

stage. They’ve had success, and now want to make 

a difference. So there are a lot of people who think 

about it.”

Many years before he began his role with Second 

Harvest, Dan was invited to volunteer on various 

boards of Oakwood Village, based on his skillset 

and interest in seniors. Dan had fond memories of 

BOARD MEMBER PROFILE

Dan Stein
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his close relationship with his grandparents, so he 

jumped at the chance to volunteer. 

More than seventeen years later, after serving on both 

Oakwood campuses on all 5 boards that existed, he 

accepted an invitation to join the board of Oakwood 

Lutheran Senior Ministries in 2018. 

“Oakwood is blessed with great employees, beautiful 

facilities, wonderful volunteers and great camaraderie 

with churches,” Dan says. 

In addition to his volunteer service, Dan has spoken to 

many groups of residents about Second Harvest and 

how it addresses hunger regionally. 

“Mostly I speak with residents about the breadth of 

the problem in these 16 counties we serve. Last year 

alone, 115,000 people needed help from us an average 

of nine times each. We had to respond to a million 

requests for help! And we are in better shape here 

than most of the country.” 

Dan notes that while he has been involved for many 

years at Oakwood, there are other devoted volunteers 

who have served even longer than he has. 

“Lots of people devote part of their lives to 

volunteering in some capacity. That’s part of what 

makes Oakwood such a wonderful organization. And 

at Second Harvest, we have 50 to 100 volunteers who 

help us each day, 6 days per week, and we couldn’t 

do what we do without them. I’m glad to give back 

for that reason. It’s an important role people play as 

volunteers, and I want to be one also.” 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Oakwood Lutheran Homes Association, Inc. 
DBA Oakwood Lutheran Senior Ministries 

Joyce Bromley, Chair 

Brett Armstrong, Vice Chair  

Tom Hanson, Treasurer  

Amanda Reese, Secretary 

Robert Cole, Bruce Fox, Barbara Gessner,  

Eric Halverson (Ex-Officio), Steve Koch, Peder Moren,  

Marje Murray, Tom Rivers, Dan Stein, Clifford Strelow,  

Calvin Williams, Stan York

Oakwood Village University Woods  
Homes, Inc.
Joyce Bromley, Chair  

Calvin Williams, Vice Chair

Tom Hanson, Treasurer 

Richard Rossmiller, Secretary

Brett Armstrong, Stan York

Oakwood Village University Woods  
Apartments, Inc.
Joyce Bromley, Chair 

Peder Moren, Vice Chair 

Robert Cole, Treasurer  

Pastor Jon Enslin, Secretary 

Amanda Reese, Stan Inhorn

Oakwood Village Prairie Ridge Homes, Inc. 
Joyce Bromley, Chair  

Marje Murray, Vice Chair 

David Bohlman, Treasurer 

Martha Jo Church, Secretary  

Barbara Gessner, Tom Rivers

Oakwood Village Prairie Ridge  
Apartments, Inc. 
Joyce Bromley, Chair

Cliff Strelow, Vice Chair

Michael Carr, Treasurer

Steve Koch, Secretary 

Lois Schulz, Dan Stein

Oakwood Foundation, Inc. 
Eric Halverson, Chair

Sarah Kruger, Vice Chair  

Ed Young, Treasurer

Carolyn White, Secretary  

Joyce Bromley (Ex-Officio), Phil Hardacre,  

Donna Ulteig, Lori Werbeckes
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1. Get Moving
Spring clean the winter stiffness by 
doing anything to move the muscles 
and get the blood flowing. Research 
shows a daily walk can improve eyesight, 
normalize blood pressure, increase  
lean muscle, and improve overall  
mental health.

2. Stay Hydrated
Keep your juices flowing! Adequate 
hydration can prevent dizziness/falls, 
confusion, and even heart palpitations. 
Keep a water bottle with you  
throughout the day. Try to avoid 
caffeinated beverages which can  
raise blood pressure.

3. De-Clutter
What better time than spring to tidy 
 up? Make sure all walkways in your 
 living space are clutter-free with plenty  
of room to walk around. Less clutter 
means less risk of falling. Stop by the 
Health and Rehab Department at 
Oakwood Village Prairie Ridge to get  
a free home safety checklist.

FIVE TIPS TO "SPRING" 
INTO ACTION

Acting on one or more of these suggestions can help maintain  
and revitalize your beautiful life. Spring forward! 

4. Clean out your  
medicine cabinet
Leftover medicine can fall into the  
wrong hands or be taken unintentionally. 
Review your current medication list and 
safely dispose of any discontinued or  
expired medicines. Drug takeback 
locations can be found at http://
doseofrealitywi.gov/drug-takeback 

5. Schedule your 
yearly appointments
Call your personal physician/clinic  
and dental office to schedule your  
yearly exams. Yearly checkups can 
help you maintain a healthy lifestyle 
throughout the year.

With summer upon us, let’s get in motion for a 
healthier way of living. Here are a few basic tips 
everyone can benefit from:

Becky Whiting, OTR, Occupational 

Therapist and Rehab Supervisor at 

Oakwood Village Prairie Ridge



		

Join Oakwood Village Prairie Ridge this fall for a Branson  

Show Extravaganza! From October 7-12, attendees will enjoy a  

full itinerary of Branson sights and shows.

For just $694, the trip includes:

• Motorcoach transportation

• 5 nights’ lodging, including 3  
consecutive nights in the Branson area

• 8 meals (5 breakfast, 3 dinner)

• Admission to 7 Branson shows including:

-One morning show: Amazing  
Acrobats of Shanghai

- Three evening shows: Presley’s Country 
Jubilee, The “Million Dollar Quartet” Show, 
and Sinatra and Friends

- One dinner show: Showboat Branson Belle

FALL TRIP TO BRANSON
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The motorcoach departs Prairie Ridge on October 7, 2019 at 8:00am. 
Contact Liz Gade-Schara for more information (608) 230-4550  

or at liz.gade-schara@oakwoodvillage.net



STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Years with Oakwood: 6 months 

Campus: Prairie Ridge

What is your favorite place on the Prairie  
Ridge campus: Oakwood Knoll (memory care) has a 
special place in my heart! You never know what kind  
of wonderful conversations you’ll have.

What do you like to do outside of work: Bake! I love 
baking anything from cakes to cookies and everything  
in between!

Why Oakwood Loves Nicole: “Nicole is a very kind 
and caring person. She has established very warm 
relationships with the apartment home residents she 
cleans for.” 

– Sandra Knudtson, Environmental  
Services Supervisor

Years with Oakwood: 1 

Campus: Prairie Ridge

How would you describe Oakwood:  
Oakwood feels like a big family.

Do you have any pets? I have a fish named Peach and 
two Russian hamsters, Riley and Peanut Butter.

Why Oakwood Loves Carrie: “Carrie is very warm 
and always puts the residents first in the Health and 
Rehabilitation Center. She’s a pleasure to work with.” 

– Sandra Knudtson, Environmental  
Services Supervisor

NICOLE MASEWICZ   
Housekeeper  

CARRIE ROESLER   
Housekeeper  
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Meet a few members of the Oakwood Environmental Services Team  

that help make Oakwood a beautiful place to live and work.

Years with Oakwood: 17

Campus: University Woods

What keeps you at Oakwood? Oakwood teaches and 
practices values such as respect and compassion for 
others. You can see the respect for diversity and that 
always makes me feel welcome at Oakwood.

What is your favorite thing about your job? Every 
time I see a resident smile after I have finished a job 
and see that they are satisfied with my work – that 
alone makes me work with much more enthusiasm. 

Why Oakwood Loves Agustin: “Agustin is a joy to 
work with; he is always helpful, kind and has an 
occasional joke to make us laugh.” 

 
– Jessica Boulaajaj, Environmental  

Services Supervisor

Years with Oakwood: 17

Campus: University Woods

What is your favorite thing about working at 
Oakwood? Definitely talking with residents – they 
have such great stories to tell! 

What is your favorite food? Chinese food 

Who is your favorite sports team? Badgers 

Why Oakwood Loves Juana: “Juana is one of the 
nicest employees at Oakwood, and she is always 
willing to help out her coworkers in any way possible. 
Oakwood is truly blessed to have Juana on staff.”  

– Jessica Boulaajaj, Environmental  
Services Supervisor

AGUSTIN CALDERON   
Housekeeper

JUANA OLIVER   
Housekeeper   
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THE RISE ASSISTED  
LIVING APARTMENTS SET TO  

OPEN AT PRAIRIE RIDGE!
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The Rise at Oakwood Village Prairie Ridge will feature  

one-bedroom apartments featuring kitchenettes, additional 

storage and spacious, accessible bathrooms. 

Oakwood Village Prairie Ridge is now accepting 

applications for older adults in need of daily support 

in new assisted living apartments.

Residents in The Rise will benefit from 24-hour staff 

availability and basic health monitoring, medication 

administration, meals, housekeeping and laundry 

service, and assistance with personal care as needed. 

New assisted living apartments are approximately 

500 square feet and offer a living room and bedroom, 

kitchenettes, closets and cabinets for personal 

storage, as well as easily-accessible bathrooms. 

Amenities include on-floor dining, balconies, and 

patio, beverages and snacks from household kitchens 

on each floor, and convenient access to a beautifully-

landscaped courtyard.

Residents in need of some daily assistance will benefit 

from Oakwood’s extensive programming, offered by 

professionals. The nearby Tree of Life Chapel and 

Prairie Rose Inn dining room are regularly used by 

Oakwood residents throughout the campus. Early 

this summer, Prairie Ridge will add a new bistro and 

fitness center to the campus, followed by additional 

outdoor gardens and walking paths. 

Do you know someone who would benefit from  
joining the Oakwood community? Learn more or 
reserve an assisted living apartment in The Rise  
now. Contact Susan Schwarm at (608) 230-4580  
or at susan.schwarm@oakwoodvillage.net 

The Grasslands at Oakwood  
Village Prairie Ridge is opening this  
summer. Move-ins begin in June  
and will continue throughout the 
summer. Over 90% of apartment 
homes are reserved! 

To learn more about how to reserve 
one of the remaining apartment 
homes, or to place your name on 
the wait list for future consideration, 
please contact Susan Schwarm at  
(608) 230-4580 or by email at 
susan.schwarm@oakwoodvillage.net
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RESIDENT PROFILE 

Ed & Gloria Grys

“The advantage here is 

that you can stay active 

with people, engage with 

others, and continue 

pursuing your passions.”

-GLORIA GRYS 

Ed and Gloria Grys have been retired for a few 

years now, but this June they will start a new phase  

of their lives. 

In 2017, the Grys’ heard about the Oakwood Village 

Prairie Ridge expansion and decided to act. They had 

joined the University Woods waiting list in 2015 when 

Gloria’s sister moved there with no plans to move for 

a while. 

“At the time I said ‘Sure, we’ll probably do this 

someday’…but we had no intention of moving any 

time soon,” shares Gloria. “But then we were contacted 

about the Prairie Ridge expansion. We came and 

looked at the campus and really liked the open spaces 

that surround it. Ed flies kites, so now he will be able 

to just step out the door and fly. We also like to do a 

lot of weekend trips, and the location of the campus 

makes it really easy to get on the highway and go.”

Having built a home before, they were drawn to  

the idea that they could participate in the “options 

and upgrade” program by reserving in The Grasslands 

and choose some finishes while their apartment was 

being built.

Gloria was a caregiver for her parents as they aged. 

Because of her experience, she knew she wanted to 

have a plan in place should she need care in the future. 

“I want to be prepared. We’re going to downsize  

now and live well.” 
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Sharing her penchant for planning, Ed adds “for me, 

this is like having an insurance policy in place so our 

kids don’t have to worry about us and care will be 

available if we need it. It just makes sense to us.”

Married 49 years, Ed and Gloria met on a blind date 

in Kalamazoo, Michigan. Ed, a native of Mosinee, 

Wisconsin, got his degree in Pulp and Paper 

Technology from Western Michigan University.  

Gloria grew up in Detroit, Michigan, and also 

attended WMU, majoring in Elementary Music 

Education and Elementary Classroom Education.

“They probably hired me because of her,” Ed says about 

his first job out of college. The personnel manager at 

that paper mill Ed went to work for also happened to 

be the president of the school board, and knew they 

were looking for teachers. “So he basically hired both 

of us at once!” Gloria recounts with a laugh. 

A few years later, they moved to Alpena, Michigan, 

where their two sons were born. From there, they 

moved to Port Huron, Michigan. Ed’s career eventually 

took them to Shawano, Wisconsin, where they 

remained for 30 years before moving to Madison  

last spring. 

After reserving an apartment home in The Grasslands, 

the Grys’ placed their house on the market. The house 

sold in four days, which meant they needed a place 

to live until The Grasslands was ready to open. They 

ended up renting a furnished apartment at 22 Slate, 

right next door to the Prairie Ridge campus, while 

they wait for their new home to be completed.

Living so close to the campus has enabled Ed and 

Gloria to become a part of the Oakwood community 

before they actually move in. Both are active 

volunteers on campus, with Ed counting cash in the 

Village Mercantile twice a week, as well as piloting 

Cycling Without Age rickshaws.

Gloria can be found playing piano for Wednesday 

Vespers services, and has written several articles for 

the resident newsletter. They have also participated 

in a number of resident bus trips, including Overture 

concerts and Concerts on the Square. 

“We’ve always lived in small towns, so to have access 

to the arts and culture offered in the Madison area 

without having to hassle with driving and parking  

has been wonderful,” Gloria says.

They are also happy to now live close to family in 

Madison. In addition to Gloria’s sister, their older son, 

daughter-in-law, and two grandchildren live just 30 

minutes away on the west side. Their younger son and 

his family live in Scottsdale, Arizona – a great place 

for them to visit during the winter.

Ed and Gloria are counting down the days until the 

moving van brings their belongings and they put 

down permanent roots in The Grasslands. They look 

forward to continuing to enjoy the lifestyle that 

Oakwood offers. 

“If you just want to live in an apartment, you may as 

well be any place,” concludes Gloria. “The advantage 

here is that you can stay active with people, engage 

with others, and continue pursuing your passions.” 
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“I was born dancing,” says Pastor Marsha Swenson, 

“my mother says I had rhythm in the womb!”

Marsha is an on-call chaplain on the Prairie Ridge 

campus and has been with Oakwood for seven years. 

She is also part of an International Folk Dancing group 

that meets on Sunday nights at the University Woods 

campus. The group also meets on Wednesdays on 

the University of Wisconsin campus; previously their 

Sunday nights were at a different location that was not 

very convenient for the dancers. 

“I happened to be at a meeting of retired pastors at 

Oakwood, and I looked around the room and realized 

we had a good dance space there. So I asked Life 

Enrichment, and they said they’d love to host us. We’ve 

been dancing here since December.”

The group attracts a good number of residents, and it’s 

an interactive experience, not a performance. Traditional 

music from different cultures floods the room when 

they dance, and invites curious passersby to stop in to 

check things out. Most dance, but some simply watch. 

Most Sundays bring more than 20 people together to 

dance. Participants include people who have danced 

INTERNATIONAL FOLK  
DANCING AT OAKWOOD

“It's just an Expression of Life”





“There are only a 

certain number of 

things you can do 

with your feet.  

I mean, you only  

have two of them!” 

– MARSHA SWENSON
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before, as well as some who are just learning. Even the 

new dancers are beginning to feel more confident, and 

with good reason!

Resident Cathy Beyer is among those who have been 

dancing with the group. She has always enjoyed 

dancing, and started coming to this group specifically 

because it was an opportunity to dance. Cathy 

previously attended line dancing classes at Oakwood. 

“With folk dancing, I like that I can dance every dance. 

They generally choose songs that are not too difficult,” 

she says. 

The dances focus primarily on Balkan regions, 

including Greece, Romania, Bulgaria, Serbia, 

Macedonia and Turkey. They also do dances from 

Brittany and one from Kenya. 

There are set patterns to folk dancing. “There are only 

a certain number of things you can do with your feet. 

I mean, you only have two of them!” laughs Marsha.

“Many years ago I did square dancing, but I’ve never 

done this type of dancing before,” shares resident Jack 

Naughton of his experience. “Some of the steps are 

intricate and hard to learn quickly, and that can be 

challenging, but we also do simpler ones.” A friend 

recommended Jack join the group, and he has enjoyed 

the social aspect of it, in addition to the dancing. “The 

reason I continue dancing with this group is that I 

keep getting better. I’m able to do more and more of 

the steps, and it’s been a fun opportunity to learn,”  

he says.

The step combinations combined with specific 

cultural music are what make the dances so special, 

according to Marsha. Her enthusiasm is palpable as 

she explains, “Dancing has come very natural to me, 

and I enjoy sharing my passion. I’m a pastor, so it’s 

similar to sharing the gospel. It’s something that is 

really exciting to me. It’s just an expression of life.” 

The Oakwood dancing group has grown and evolved 

as a result of gatherings being held on campus. After 

being asked by a resident if she has any dances for 

people who use walkers, Marsha worked hard to get 

creative and adapt. The dances, usually led by Marsha, 

Joanna Thompson and Louis Rall, range from simple 

to moderate, including a couple of “sit” dances. 

“You know there are ways that you can adapt just 

about anything” Marsha says, “I don’t ever want to 

take the spirit of dance away from anyone regardless 

of their ability.” The group emphasizes that all 

residents are welcome to join, either by dancing  

or watching. 
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Oakwood has recognized an organization-

wide Outstanding Service Award winner 

since the late 1970’s. Recently, as the two 

campuses have grown, honorees are being 

recognized on both campuses. After all, 

volunteer service and contributions of time, 

talent and energy improve each community!

MEET OAKWOOD VILLAGE  
2019 OUTSTANDING SERVICE  

AWARD WINNERS

GINNY 
BAKER 

BARBARA 
GESSNER



Barbara Gessner joins Glenn and Eleanor Sather and Florence Cole  
as recent winners of the Oakwood Village University Woods  
Outstanding Service Award.

Barbara began her volunteer service at 

Oakwood in 2006 and has volunteered over 1,190 

hours of her time over nearly thirteen years. 

Her service includes regular hours as a Heritage 

Oaks Reception Desk Clerical Assistant, leading the 

Hanging and Unhanging of the Greens in Covenant 

Oaks, and providing invaluable guidance as a 

board and council member at Oakwood, where her 

nursing background provides important insight 

and perspective. 

Barbara has served as a member of the Oakwood 

Lutheran Senior Ministries Board of Directors 

as well as a member of the Oakwood Village 

Compliance Council. In addition, Barbara recently 

began service on the Oakwood Village Prairie  

Ridge Homes Board. 

Ginny Baker has been named the 2019 Outstanding Service Award 
Winner at Oakwood Village Prairie Ridge.

Ginny began volunteering her time at Oakwood 

in 2001, when she became a resident of Pioneer 

Prairie at Prairie Ridge. She has recorded  

a remarkable 6,137 hours of service through the  

end of 2018!

Her volunteer history includes serving as a Life 

Enrichment advisory committee member and 

volunteering for Life Enrichment programs, helping 

to organize the annual Prairie Ridge resident 

association fair, volunteering as a cashier in the 

Village Mercantile, and serving as a mentor for the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison POPS program.

Ginny is also an avid knitter and uses her skills to 

make skull caps, which are sent to members of the 

armed services by the Oakwood Packers. 

Prairie Ridge Volunteer Services Coordinator  

Mary Peck states that “Ginny is a friend to  

so many Oakwood residents and visitors from 

the community. She brings a positive outlook to 

her volunteer work and has shown remarkable 

commitment to the people of Oakwood Village.”

Ginny joins Carol Murphy and Helen Marsh  

as recent winners of the Oakwood Village Prairie 

Ridge Outstanding Service Award. 
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University Woods

CAMPUS PREPARES  
FOR A NEW APARTMENT 

HOME PROJECT

Excitement is building on the Oakwood Village 

University Woods campus, as the organization 

prepares for a multi-year campus redevelopment 

effort. The redevelopment plan will begin with the 

addition of a beautiful new apartment home project 

on the wooded southwest side of the campus. The 

new apartment homes will help address growing 

demand for housing at Oakwood.

Oakwood has also identified and begun work  

on a new Design Center, which will serve as a  

sales office during campus redevelopment as well  

as a showroom for apartment finishes. The 

Oakwood Design Center is located immediately 

west of the Oakwood campus at 6411 Mineral Point 

Road. The office shares a driveway with Otto’s 

Restaurant (a plus for everyone involved), and is  

on the second floor of what is known to many as 

“The Strang Building.”

Oakwood will provide current residents and 

members of the University Woods waitlist the first 

opportunity to learn more about the new project. 

Plans are being finalized and are under board and 

City review.
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Not only does your gift help Oakwood, but we’ll  

send an acknowledgement to the individual or 

program team to let them know a gift was received  

in their honor. You may share your name or  

remain anonymous. 

There are so many good people and services at 

Oakwood to acknowledge. Residents and family can 

honor employees, volunteers or fellow residents. 

Employees are welcome to show their appreciation  

for one another, too!

Your gift can go towards what matters most to 

you – Oakwood’s Continuing Care Endowment Fund, 

Employee Appreciation Fund, the Mission Support 

Fund, or even something more specific.

To make a gift in honor of a person or program,  
simply contact Heidi Lauhon at (608) 230-4285,  
heidi.lauhon@oakwoodvillage.net or Dave Mossner at 
(608) 230-4441, dave.mossner@oakwoodvillage.net 

IS THERE A PERSON OR  
PROGRAM YOU APPRECIATE  

AT OAKWOOD?

…Of course there is!
Express your appreciation with a gift  

to the Oakwood Foundation.
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When the Tree of Life Chapel at Oakwood  

Village Prairie Ridge – the physical and spiritual 

center of campus – re-opened after ten months of 

extensive reconstruction, Don and Ann Smith were 

there for the dedication and grand re-opening.

“It’s fantastic,” says Don. 

He notes the larger space, equipped with a hearing 

loop and sound system, suits the growing campus. 

“We’ve already had brass bands and Irish dancers here 

to perform. The full bands don’t overwhelm the place 

anymore. On Sundays during worship, the acoustics 

with the piano and organ are wonderful.”

It’s fitting the Smiths pitched in to support the new 

Chapel. It was through her home church that Ann first 

heard of Oakwood. “My father's cousin and his wife 

were involved when Oakwood was first starting on 

the west side, so it just was something always in my 

knowledge bank.”

Years later, in June 2016, her brother Brian married his 

wife Veronica in the Tree of Life Chapel.

It’s one reason helping the Chapel was important to 

Ann. But there’s another, more unfortunate reason. 

In November 2017, Ann’s father, Ildred Schantz, and 

brothers Brian and Alan Schantz were killed in a 

tragic auto accident.

“I personally wanted to do something for the chapel. I 

think very highly of Chaplain Wayne (Shannon). He’s 

been a great comfort to me in the last year and a half.” 

She continued, “I got a little money. I want to be a 

good steward of it, and I want to honor my brothers 

and my dad.”

In addition to supporting the chapel in Alan’s memory, 

the Smiths helped the on-campus coalition of 

residents who call themselves “the Oakwood Packers.” 

Each month, residents collect items for care packages 

sent to men and women serving in the military. This, 

too, was personal – Ann’s brother Alan served in the 

Navy for 36 years. 

As life-long volunteers, giving back is part of Don and 

Ann’s lives. They both continued active volunteering 

when they moved to Prairie Ridge seven years 

ago, including serving on the grounds committee 

where they got to know and appreciate the work of 

horticulturist Chris Neumann. 

Her passion for working in the soil and making the 

grounds beautiful is one reason Ann appreciates 

the extra care construction workers on the campus 

expansion project have demonstrated. 

“I’m very impressed they have been able to do this 

massive amount of work and have as little disruption 

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

Don and Ann
Smith
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as there has been. I see the workers, some of them  

big burly guys with a broom and sweeper, dusting  

and cleaning, trying to keep the campus as nice as 

they possibly can during construction.”

As the dust clears, Don and Ann continue walking  

the road that brought them to Oakwood Village 

Prairie Ridge seven years ago. The retired FDIC 

examiners and parents of three grown children  

don’t regret a thing about life after their move.

“When we have all three children here with their 

significant others, it gets a bit crowded,” Ann says. 

“But we are lucky that our neighbors let us use their 

place as a ‘motel’ around the corner. One of the very 

best things about deciding to move to Oakwood is  

the community, which I can easily say is family.” 

The Smiths are two  

of many residents  

and community 

members choosing to 

support enhancements 

in the new chapel  

and elsewhere on 

campus, which directly 

affect residents’ 

Oakwood experience.
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We are extremely grateful to the following organizations, which have made  

the decision to help improve care and programming on Oakwood’s two campuses through 

corporate support. If you know individuals associated with these businesses, please thank 

them for making the choice to be a 2019 Oakwood Community Partner. 

We thank the following organizations for their generous support of the Oakwood 

Community in 2019. You help people thrive here!

If your business is interested in becoming an Oakwood  
Community Partner, please contact Dave Mossner at (608) 230-4441  
or at david.mossner@oakwoodvillage.net to learn more.

2019 COMMUNITY PARTNERS

COMMUNIT Y PARTNER  
2019 Giving at the $1,500 Level

Alliant Energy

CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP

Coyle Carpet One

Cress Funeral & Cremation Service

Cricket Design Works, Inc.

CTW Abbey Carpet and Floor

CUNA Mutual

Econoprint

Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.

MG&E Foundation

Monona Plumbing and  
Fire Protection, Inc.

Madison United Healthcare  
Linen, Ltd.

North American Mechanical, Inc.

Oimoen Electric, Inc.

Parasol Alliance

GOLD PARTNER  
2019 Giving at the $10,000 Level

SILVER PARTNER  
2019 Giving at the $5,000 Level
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It is the generosity of donors like you which helps 

make Oakwood a truly special place. 

One of the most impactful ways to ensure the ongoing 

success and stability of this organization we all care 

so deeply about is to name the Oakwood Foundation 

as a beneficiary in your estate plan. You can do so 

by working with your estate planner to add the 

Foundation to your will or trust. 

To include the Oakwood Foundation as a  

beneficiary of your will or estate, the following 

wording is suggested:

I/we hereby give, devise, and bequeath to 
the Oakwood Foundation Inc., a nonprofit, 
non-stock Wisconsin corporation with its 
principal offices in Madison, Wisconsin 
(specify certain amount or percentage, 
of the rest, residue, and remainder of my 
estate to be used for the benefit of the 
Oakwood Foundation).

If you would prefer to not alter your will, trust, or 

estate plans, you may name the Oakwood Foundation 

as a beneficiary of your retirement plan, life insurance 

policy, annuity, or similar assets. And if you live in 

a life lease apartment home at Oakwood, you may 

complete or update your Beneficiary Designation 

Addendum and direct a portion of your 90% life  

lease refund to the Oakwood Foundation in the  

case of death. 

While there is no requirement to notify the 

Foundation of your estate plans, sharing your 

intentions will help Foundation staff to understand 

your legacy goals and allow for an opportunity 

recognize your generosity.

If you have questions or would like to know  
more about legacy giving, please contact  
David Mossner at (608) 230-4441 or at  
david.mossner@oakwoodvillage.net.

Leave a Lasting Legacy 
at Oakwood and Join the 

Oak Legacy Circle  

Naming the Oakwood Foundation as a Beneficiary in 

Your Estate Plans Makes a Significant Impact
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Anonymous

Phyllis Anderson 

Dave Bertsch

Harold and Jenny Bitter 

William Bostick

Sara Breitbarth

Gary and Lynn Case 

Marrie Dean III 

Mary Dick 

Lucila Freese 

Sonja and Marek Hann

Donald and Mary Harkness 

Karin Hendrickson 

Cara Knipfer 

Steve and Pat Koch 

Mary Jo Kopecky 

Sue Laughrin 

Heidi Lauhon 

Cheryl Leopold 

Kirsten J. McKee 

David Olmos, Jr 

Megan Parrell 

Tony Pharo 

Sue Schneider

Logan Thorp

Wendy Turner

OAK TREE CIRCLE MEMBERS
Donors who give an automatic monthly gift via credit card, ACH, or paycheck. 

Gary and Lynn Case

Barbara Gessner

Donald and Mary Harkness

Hazel Hiemstra

Mary Molstad Carol M. Uglow

OAK LEGACY CIRCLE
Informed us in 2018 the Oakwood Foundation has been named in their estate plans. 

OAKWOOD FOUNDATION
2018 New Donor Society Members
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The Oakwood Foundation acknowledges those joining a donor recognition  

society for the first time in 2018. We thank the following individuals for making  

a difference at Oakwood through their generosity.



Anonymous

Chickee and Rajai Atalla

Ralph Bayer

Harold and Jenny Bitter

Frederick Brancel and  
Mary Ann Litwiller

Pauline Bredeson

Marilyn and Phil Bruden

Gary and Lynn Case

Joyce J. Dean

Alice and David Erickson

Jan Ferris

Vernon and Mary Jane Getlinger

Joan Gilbertson

Greg and Nancy Gorder

Lynn Groleau

Don and Mary Harkness 

Karen Harris

Julie Hayward

George F. Holt

Dawn Karn

Brian and Mary Kaye

Maija Maki-Laurila

Katherine Masden

Bill Mauerman

Marie McCabe

Richard and Mary Ann Olson

Mary Rose Pasic

Kato Perlman

Donald and Marion Peterson

Charlie Pruett and Edna Paske

Barbara Quirk

Claire Rider

Richard Sargent

Garth and Judy Stroble

Elizabeth Sullivan

Sally Thwing

Ruth Wagman

Anonymous

Kathleen Borner

Curtis and Sharyl Bush

Ruth E. Evans

Harlan Hansen

W. Lee Hansen

Peggy and Pat Luby

Jean McLaughlin

Donovan Lee and  
Elizabeth Graham Quam

Donald and Ann Smith

Elizabeth M. Dahlby Estate

Ruby Grossman Estate

William Mitchell Estate

Marguerite Rietveld Estate

Ruth M. Olson Estate

Luverne Rosenbaum Estate

Betty Skowlund Estate

OAK SOCIETY
Individuals or organizations who gave $1,000 or more for the first time in 2018. 

GOLDEN OAK SOCIETY
Individuals or organizations who gave $5,000 or more for the first time in 2018. 

ESTATE GIFTS

Sharon Hamilton

Jean A. Taffs* Margaret “Peggy” Lindberg Dale Buzz and Kit Nordeen *In Memoriam

LIFETIME GOLDEN OAK SOCIETY
Reached lifetime giving of $50,000 or more in 2018.

PRESIDENT'S CIRCLE
Reached lifetime giving of $100,000 or more in 2018.

OAKWOOD FOUNDATION
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The Oakwood Foundation recognizes those who supported Oakwood in 2018. Thanks to  

thoughtful gifts from generous donors, Oakwood is able to provide exceptional care and housing,  

enhance our programming and facilities, and continue to care for those who have outlived their  

financial resources. Your support is meaningful and makes a difference in lives of our residents.

We are pleased to recognize below those organizations and individuals whose contributions  

were received between January 1, 2018 and December 31, 2018.

Alliant Energy

American Family Insurance Group

R.W. Baird & Co., Inc.

BB&T Capital Markets

BMO Global Asset Management

CliftonLarsonAllen LLP

Coyle Carpet One

Cress Funeral and Cremation Service

Cricket Design Works, Inc.

CTW Abbey Carpet and Floor

Driftless Studio

E. David Locke Family Foundation

EconoPrint

Eppstein Uhen Architects

Folk Dance Group

G-I Office Technologies

Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.

Greenwald Wealth Management

Gunderson Funeral Home

JP Cullen

Kiwanis Club of Downtown Madison

Kuntz Family Foundation, Inc.

Madison United Healthcare Linen Ltd.

Madison Weavers Guild

Marsh & McLennan Agency

Mead & Hunt

MG&E Foundation

Monona Plumbing and Fire Protection, Inc

Mount Olive Lutheran Church

North American Mechanical, Inc.

Oimoen Electric, Inc.

Parasol Alliance

Paric

Pinnacle Associates

Saiki Design, Inc

Sassi Styles

State Farm Companies Foundation

SVA

The Haircutters

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Veltus Financial Services LLC

Vogel Bros. Building Co.

Vogel Foundation

Wall Family Enterprise

YourCause

BUSINESSES AND SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS

Thank You!
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Advent Lutheran Church

Bethel Lutheran Church

Bethel Lutheran Church WCC

Immanuel Lutheran Church

Lutheran Church of the Living Christ

Our Savior's Lutheran Church

St. Johns Lutheran Church

CHURCHES GIFTS-IN-KIND

INDIVIDUALS

Jim and Marilou Angevine 

Driftless Studios

Mary Ellen Gerloff

Sonja and Marek Hann

W. Lee Hansen

Anonymous Donors (50)

Leland and Cheryl Ackley

The Adams

Hilde and Julius Adler

Beth Affeldt

Robert Ahrens

Ann and Mike Albert

John Albright and  
Dianne Canafax

Judith Alderson and  
Daryl Miller

Kathryn and Mark Alexander

Ruth Alt

Florence Alton

Betty Anderson

Edith Ann Anderson

Joy B. Anderson

Phyllis Anderson

Shelby Anderson and  
Bob Christy

Janice Anderzon

Helene Androski

Jim and Marilou Angevine

David and Donna Ankley

Deborah and Tony Ankowicz

Carolyn R. Aradine

Brett and Amy Armstrong

Richard and Elizabeth Askey

Chickee and Rajai Atalla

Jennifer Aten-Gawne

Karlee and Steven Babcock

Helen Baillies

Janice Baldwin

Dorothy Baltes

Rose Barroilhet

George R. Barry

Bruce Bartholomew

Marjorie Heiner Bartlett

Ruth E. Bartlett

James and Dorothy Batt

Ralph Bayer

Gordon and Carol Beaty

Alan Becknell and Karen Hajj

Donna and George Beestman

Milada Benca

Anna B. Bender

Wendy Benz and Bryan Biggers

Oliver Berge

Barry and Lisa Berggren

Norma J. Berkowitz

Dave Bertsch

Alan and Jacqueline Bessey

Cathy Beyer

Elizabeth Biebel

Prof. Robert Byron Bird

Joyce E. Bisbee

Harold and Jenny Bitter

Bruce and Linda Bliefnick

Wil Bloy

Christine Boake

Judith Bodden

Mike and Anne Bodden

June Boettcher

Celia W. Bolyard

Geraldine Book

Kathy Borner

William Bostick

Rick Bova

Scott and Debra Bram

Frederick Brancel and  
Mary Ann Litwiller

Pauline Bredeson

Donna and Christian Bredlow

Sara Breitbarth

Joyce and Allan Bringe

Edward and Sue Brinson

Carol Briscoe

Marjorie Briskey

Diane Bristol

Judith Broad

Daniel and Joyce Bromley

Lewis Brooks

Norma A. Brooks

Thomas and Joyce Bruckner

Marilyn and Phil Bruden

Thea L. Brunsell

Fred and Lois Buelow

Charles and Joanne Bunge

Ginny Burlingame

Stephanie Burris

Rueben Buse

Curtis and Sharyl Bush

Norma R. Busser

Carolyn Butts

Ruth J. Caldiero

Ronald and Nancy Caldwell

Joan Calkins

Jim and Judy Callen

Kay Cantwell

Aime Caril

Rev. George and Solveig Carlson

Rebecca Carlson

Michael and Jill Carr

Jack and Joannie Carter

Gary and Lynn Case

Charlene Caucutt

Miriam J. Cerveny

Evonna Cheetham

Glenda Cherry

Nicholas Chiarkas and  
Judy Olingy

Edward Chin

Judy and Arlen Christenson

Ruth Christianson

Martha Jo Church

Helen and Gilbert Churchill

Nancy Chybowski

Dorothy and Dick Circo

Charles and Mary Clark

Janet G. Coe

Fay Colberg

Robert and Mary Cole

Ian Cook

Bob and Lucille Copas

Marianne and James Cotter
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INDIVIDUALS

Robert Courter

Judy Craig

Jean Cronon

Mary Cronon

Ellen Cross

Lyle and Beverly Cuff

Vera Cunningham

Ben and Lydia Curet

Jennifer Curliss

Annette Czarnecki

Diann Danielsen

Grace Davenport

Wynn Davies

Beverly Davison

Jim and Edith Davison

Joyce J. Dean

Marrie Dean III

Russell and Nancy Dean

Brook Delgado

Patricia Delmore and Jene Bork

Darlene DeLong

John G. and  
Marilyn S. DenHartog

David and Lori Denoyer

Diane Derouen and  
Glenn Chambliss

Bea and Gene Dewey

Becky Dick

Mary Dick

Ruth Dobbratz

Jim and Kris Dockter

Dave Dohler

Jon and Mary Doidge

Susan Dollard

Pat Donovan

Jane Doughty and David Wood 

Gale and Estelle Douglas

Wallace and Peggy Douma

David and Bonnie Downs

Clela and John Duemler

Shirley Dumas

Winifred Durkin

Dutch Durnford

Raymond Dyck and  
Brenda Aronowitz

Dorothy J. Dyreson

David and CeCe Easton

John and Sherry Egan

Mary Eich

Dorothea Eichhoff

Jane Eisner

Al and Ann Ellingboe

Barbara Lynn and  
Kenneth A. Emmerich

Jon and Cris Enslin

Alice and David Erickson

Bernice E. Erickson

Phyllis Ermer

Necla Erokay

Friends of Don and Joan Evans

Ruth E. Evans

Betty Evanson

William and Barbara Fagerstrom

Polly Fagre

Rose Fahien

Larry and Patty Fallek

Richard Feldmann

Hilde Felsing

Ann Felt

Elizabeth Fennema

Judy Fenske

Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Fenske

Jan Ferris

David Finch

Helen F. Findley

Mark and Linda Finger

David and Carolyn Flanagan

Lisa and Marshal Flax

Wes and Anne Foell

Gloria D. Foley

Mary Fontaine

Charlotte Ford

Beverly Forde

Kathryn Forde

Robert A. Forsberg

Sally and Vernon Forsberg

Gary Fossum

Donna B. Fox

Donna Fox

Burnell Franke

Doris and David Franklin

Mark and Janice Franzen

Robert and Linda Frautschy

Doris M. Fredricksen

Lucila Freese

Phillip and Linda Fry

Prof. and  
Mrs. Robert E. Frykenberg

MaryEllen Fuller

Donna Fullerton

Rosalee Gander

Greg Gard

Rev. Dr. Jack A. Geistlinger

Phyllis S. George

Mary Ellen Gerloff

Dr. Claire Gervais and  
Mr. David Blouin

Barbara Gessner

Vernon and Mary Jane Getlinger

Rose Gibbs

Joan and Royal Gibson

Joan Gilbertson

Sara Gill

Barbara D. Gilson

Sharon and Colin Godding

Michelle and Mike Godfrey

Stan Goldfarb and Sandra Arnn

Elaine Goldman

Joni Goldman

Mona Goodman and  
Mitchel Pribbernow

Greg and Nancy Gorder

Linda and Bernard Gorman

Janet and Michael Gormican

Marilyn Graf

Michael Grambsch

Anthony and Linda Granato

Gary Green and Leann Tigges

David Greenspahn

Dorothy Gretz

Ray and Sharon Griesbach

Lynn Groleau

Florence Grossberg

Dr. Dean A. Ziemke and  
Dr. Paul M. Grossberg

TC Guayasamin-Salerno

Phyllis O. Guggemos

Florence Guhleman

Judith Gunkel

Janet L. Gustafson

James and Sharon Gutenberger

Mary and Gilbert Nankivil

Edward J. and Nancy A. Haerter

Magdalene Hagedorn

Ilene M. Hagman

Andrew and Denise Halada

Pat Hale

Cleo Hall

Kathryn Hall

Dorothy E. Halverson

Eric V. and Aimee R. Halverson

Louise H. Hamilton

Sharon Hamilton

Mary and James Hamre

Emil and Wava Haney

Sonja and Marek Hann

Harlan Hansen

W. Lee Hansen

Belinda Hanson

Ray and Joan Hanson

Thomas and Linda Hanson

Philip A. Hardacre

Donald and Mary Harkness

Bev Harper

Karen Harris

John and Meredith Hart

Hans and Karin Hauser

Betty B. Hayward

Julie Hayward

Stan Heffernan

Caryn Heilman

Lois Heilman

Jenna Heim

Donald Helfrecht

Kenneth G. Helfrecht
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Karin Hendrickson

Patrick and Delores Henry

Joyce C. Hermanson

Steven Herschleb

Chris and Nita Hessling and 
Family

Margaret W. Hickman

Hazel Hiemstra

James M. Hilgendorf

Betty Hinrichs

Carol Hinrichs

David Hoff

Edith Hoffman

Kevin and Mary Hoffman

Julie and David Holden

Ben Hole

George F. Holt

Patricia Holtan

James and Joan M. Horsfall

William Pharis Horton and 
Carolyn Drake Horton

Evelyn Howell

Wendy Hudson

James and Leonette Huffer

Barbara S. Hughes

Robert and Dorothy Huhn

Lisa and Terry Hustad

Irene Ilgen

Roger Inhorn

Shirley and Stan Inhorn

Barbara and Thomas Ip

Chrystie Jackson

Philip and Catherine James

Dorothy J. Jeschke

Frances R. Johnson

Janice Johnson 

Julie and William Johnson

Kathy and Doug Johnson

Ray Johnson

Sherryl and Richard Johnson

Virginia M. Johnson

Virginia R. Johnson

Curtis Jorgenson

Jim and Dee Judd

Oliver Judd

Marie Kampen

Dawn Karn

Brian and Mary Kaye

Frederick Kelcz and  
Sheryl Popuch

Bhim Khati

Helen Lois Kibbe

Joyce E. Kiesling

Ms. Marna J. King

Susan Kirton

Duane and Nancy Kittleson

June Kleinheinz

Chris and Marge Kleinhenz

Donald Klemstine

Genya Kleyman

Nelson and Marie Kling

Geraldine R. Klitzkie

Elaine Klosterman

Lyle and Donna Kluever

Lu Kness

Bernie and Sandra Knesting

Cara Knipfer

Kathleen Knox

Joy and Alan Knox

Emilie Knutson

Steve and Pat Koch

Mary Jo Kopecky

Jayne Kosmeder

Wilma Kraak

Melvin and Gail Krc

Caitlin Krist

Elsie and David Kromenaker 

Leona S. Krueger

Patricia R. Krueger

Helen and Raymond Kruse

Ione W. Kuehl

Debra and Kenneth Kujawski

Atsuko and Paul Kusuda

Alice Kvamme

Jonathan and Danielle Laatsch

Bud and Carol Ladd

Carol Ladwig

Patricia Ladwig

Luke Lamb

M. Anne Lambert

Marilyn Lampman

Toni Landis

Howard and Judith Landsman

James and Kathryn Lange

Amy Lanphear

Larry and Carol Larrabee

Kathy Larson

Norman and Donna Larson

Eileen Lau

Sue Laughrin

Heidi and Chuck Lauhon

Joan and Barton Lawrence

Mary Leary-Billing and  
David Billing

Joanne Lee

Nancy V. Lee

Wallace Lemon

Cheryl Leopold

Linda Lerner

Dena Levihn

Sandra and Allan Levin

Shu-Chi Liang

Brad and Suzanne Liddle

Mary Liebig

Greta J. Lindberg

Margaret (Peggy) Lindberg

Marcia and John Linder

Joanne Margaret Lindquist 
Borgwardt and  
Stephen P. Borgwardt

Jon and Barbara Lindwall

Kit-Yin Ling

Claudia Lipusch

Horst and Jean Lobe

Robert Loeffler

Pastor and  
Mrs. Bruce D. Loewenhagen

Charlotte Looker

Mitzi Loop

Phyllis Lorenz

Greg and Barb Louden

Peggy and Pat Luby

Alan and Rona Lukazewski

Ardys and David Lurtsema

Ruth Lutze

Ron and Carol Mach

Ernest and Helen Madsen

Renate Madsen

Maija Maki-Laurila

Florencia Mallon and  
Steve Stern

Tracey Maloney and Jeff Felland

Beverly J. Manner

H. B. Maroney, II

Karl and Vel Marquardt

Kim Marsh

Marjorie Marty

Gerald Maruska

Donna Marie Marx

Katherine Masden

Carol and John Mathis

Rev. John Mathison

Dale and Lila Ann Mathwich

Libby Matkom

Karen and Henry Mattson

Jeffrey and Helen Mattox

Bill Mauerman

Ken and Mary Maxwell

Phillip B. Mayer

Marie McCabe

Gordon and Janet McChesney

Donald McClung and  
Anne Harvell

Nancy McClurg

Sherry McCutcheon

Katherine McDonald

Hildegarde M. McGown

Barbara McGrath

Kirsten J. McKee

Jean McLaughlin

Michael and Sandy McManus

Dobbin and Myrna McNatt

Diane Medcalf

Tami Meier

Vicki Meseberg

Doris Metcalf
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INDIVIDUALS (continued)

Don and Mary Metz

Doris Meyer

Irene M. Meyer

Linda Meyer

Bernard Micke

Joy C. Miller

Mary Miller

Samuel and Nadine Miller

Fumiko Miyazaki

Nicole Mohrmann

Lynn and William Molis

Marie Molstad

Laura Moncrieff

Victoria Montgomery

Richard and Barbara Moore

Robin Moore-McElroy

Peder and Jeanne Moren

Stephen D. Morton

Joyce Moss

David and Rhonda Mossner

Alex Mulligan and  
Kathy O'Leary

Mike and  
Shelley Kubly Muranyi

Jerome and Carol Murphy

Marje Murray

Liz Murray

Glen and Susan Myers

Rev. Martha Nack and  
Dr. Peter Bakken

David Nagel

John Nanninga

Jack Naughton

Duane and Elaine Neitzel

Constance R. Nelson

Dean and Esther Nelson

Jean Nelson

Mary and James Nethery

Eleanor Neumann

Jean Newcomer

Thelma and Ed Newman

Bob and Mary Jane Nicholson

Virginia H. Nickeson

Kristine Nielson

Dorothy Nimz

Ellie Ninemeier

Buzz and Kit Nordeen

Richard and Sandra Nuernberg

Suzanne Oberhauser

Edith Odell

Christine Odt

David and Charlene Ohnstad

Nancy Okey

Oliver and Jean Oldham

David Olmos, Jr.

Anna Olson

Donald and Maxine Olson

James and Lelie Olson

Richard and Mary Ann Olson

Sally Oosterhous

Carolee Orth

Ann Ostrom

Prof. Susan C. Paddock

Linda and Brian Pankow

Megan Parrell

Mary Rose Pasic

Donna Paske

Mary Patenaude

Mary Jean Patterson

Heather Martin Patti and  
Cory Patti

Stanley G. Payne

James K. Pease, Jr.

Mary and Arnold Peck

Robert and Joan Pekowsky

Mary Percy

Kato Perlman

Ruth Pesch

Elena Peters

Donald and Marion Peterson

Gloria Pettersen 

Tony Pharo

Genevieve Pike

Marion Pluymers

Douglas and Mary Poole

Greg Pope

Lucy Prescott

Virginia Steeper Preston

Keith Prichard

Donovan Lee and  
Elizabeth Graham Quam

Barbara Quirk

Robert E. Rand

Kathleen Rasmussen

Jerome and Marsha Rather

Chuck and Helen Read

Don and Carol Reeder

Amanda Reese

Pamela and Ed Reid

Lisa M. Reilly

Faith Rice

Margaret Richter

Claire Rider

Gloria Risberg

Constance Risjord

Tom and Carol Rivers

Elizabeth M. Roberts

Leigh and Ellen Roberts

The Family of Janet Roberts

Sarah Roberts

Jan Robertson

Paul A. Robinson

Mary and Dean Rockstad

Gerald and Sally Roe

Ruth Rosen

John Ross

Leonard E. Ross

Dick and Lois Rossmiller

Florene Roth

Sally Rowe and Bill Bauer

Jim Russell

Joyce Russell

Veronica Saeman

Jeanne Saiki

Dianne Sailing

JoAnn Salin

Zeone C. Salzwedel

M. Janaan Sampson

Thomas and Kris Sanderson

Richard Sargent

Eleanor Sather

Betty Saunders

Betty Scannell

William S. Schallert

Elizabeth Schalmo

Emilie M. Scheerenberger

Janet Schewe

Eugene Schey

David and Mary Ann Schiller

Edward and Kathleen Schlappi

Diane B. Schmitt

Raymond and Jenny Schmitz

Becky Schneider

David and Darlene Schneider

Sue Schneider

Beverly Schrag

Cayla Schroeder

Edward Schten

Jim and Elissa Schuhart

Elmira A. Schultz

O.P. and Enyde Schultz

Lois A. Schulz

Patricia Schulz

James and Beverly Schwarz

Eric Schween and  
Virginia Dreier-Schween

Ms. Barbara A. Schweitzer

Dolores Schwenn

Betty Scott

Linda Scott-Halverson

Leo and Lorna Sebald

Jean Severson

Winnie and Dick Severson

Diane Sewell

John and Jacqui Shanda

Wayne Shannon

Ginny Shannon

Mary Lou Sharpe

Ron and Deb Sharpee

Dawn Shawkey

Jean Sherman

Jerry and Jeanie Sieling

Charles and Catherine Sih

Audrey Simon

Wayne and Katharine Simon

Margaret and John Simonis
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Rochelle Sincox

David and Elizabeth Smith

Bill and Dawn Smith

Donald and Ann Smith

Helen Smith

Lanny and Margaret Smith

Lorayne M. Smythe

Pat Sommers

Glenn A. Sonnedecker

Julie Sparks

Dick and Shirley Spencer

Betty St. John

The St. John Family

Karl and Judy Stadler

Trudy Starr

RoseMary Stassi

Lois Statz

Philip and Barbara Stecker

Marion Steele

Charlotte S. Stein

Daniel and Susan Stein

Richard Steinhofer

Robert and Linda Stellick

Helen B. Stone

Theodore Stresemann and  
Vic Wayland

Garth and Judy Stroble

Angela Studnicka

Charles and Diane Stumpf

Elizabeth Sullivan

Michael and Sue Sullivan

Philip and Joan Sullivan

Shirley Sundquist

Eileen and Tom Sutula

Don and Barbara Swinton

Bob and Jeanne Tabachnick

Esther Taylor

James W. Taylor

Martha Taylor and  
Gary Antoniewicz

George and Catherine Tesar

Doris E. Teschner

John and Jean Tews

Gene A. Thieleke

Lois D. Thies

Helen Thommen

Tom and Kristine Thommesen

Connie Thompson

Howard and Judith Thompson

Logan Thorp

Loise Thuku

Willard Thurlow

Sally Thwing

Norris Tibbetts

Ted and Mary Tibbitts

Dean and Betty Tibstra

Timothy and Kathleen Tiffany

Esther Tinglum

Irma Togstad

Shirley Toomey

Nancy Townsend

Sharon Trimborn

Wendy Turner

Carol M. Uglow

Sue and Tom Ullsvik

Donna M. Ulteig

Faye Underdahl

Michael Unitan and  
Amy Davidson Unitan

Prof. Gale L. VandeBerg

Thomas and Sandra Vandervest

Keith and Melissa VanLanduyt

Michael and Jeryn Veserat

Jerome Vetter

Bob and Terri Vetter

Michael and Jacquie Vilstrup

Dick Vilstrup

Kim Viney

Jayne Vivian

Carol Viviani

Betty and Michael Viviani

Cliff Voegeli

Paula Volpiansky and  
Larry Chapman

Janice Von Haden

Marylou Waak

Jamie and William Wacek

Ruth Wagman

Alexandra K. Wagner

Sherrill Wagner

Charles Waity

Joanna and Kenneth Walch

Elaine Waldo

Muriel Wallestad

Larry and Janice Walters

Iris Wampole

Shiela and David Watson

Mary Weaver-Klees and  
Jeff Klees

Bill and Rose Weber

David and Mary Webster

John and Nancy Webster

Mr. David Weiser and 
Marguerite Sullivan

Karl F. Weiss

Mareda Weiss

Lori and Mark Werbeckes

Gerry Wettersten

Jan Whelan

Susan L. Whelan

Amy Whitcomb

Gerald Whitcomb

Carolyn L. White

Paul and Margaret White

Shelley White

Frederick and Judy Whitemarsh

Neil F. Wienke

Constance Wiesner

Wyn Wilbrecht

Jean Wilder

Doyle and Betty Wilke

Carl and Mary Jo Wille

Clifford Wilson

Lee and Gregory Wilson

James Wiskowski

Dan and Beth Woll

Richard and Ellen Wolman

Carol Wysocki

Barbara and William Yaeger

Stanley and Emily York

Ed and Nancy Young

Loraine Zeier

Charlie and Lana Ziegler

Robert and Beverly Zimmerman

Richard and Margaret Zoerb

Dorothy Zucker
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June A. Bale

Elizabeth M. Dahlby 

Betty Densmore

Kendall Finger

Ruby B. Grossman 

Hiroshi Gunji

Beverly Henderson

Robert A. Herried

Dorothy L. Huebner

LeRoy Johnson

Dorothy Krueger

Helen C. Lodge

Charles B. McIntyre

William A. Mitchell 

Mary M. Nack

Ruth M. Olson 

Jim Pettersen

Kathryn Ramberg

Jim Reavy

Marie D. Reinhardt

Marguerite Rietveld 

Rosenbaum Family 

Rev. Charles A. Rota

Pauline Sinkule

Betty Skowlund

Dale St. John

Jean Taffs

Shirley Volpiansky

Barb Weaver

Dorothy Whitcomb

IN MEMORIAM We recognize the following individuals posthumously for their contributions received  

between January 1, 2018 and December 31, 2018.

One way you can show your support is to make a 

memorial gift to the Oakwood Foundation on behalf 

of family or a spouse who has lost a loved one. 

Not only does your gift help Oakwood, but we’ll send 

a note to the family or spouse to let them know a gift 

was received in memory of their loved one. You are 

welcome to share your name or remain anonymous  

if you prefer. 

Gifts of any amount are welcome and can be put 

toward whatever matters most to you – Oakwood’s 

Mission Support Fund, Continuing Care Endowment 

Fund, or something more specific.

To make a gift in memory of someone you cared about, 
simply contact Heidi Lauhon at (608) 230-4285, 
heidi.lauhon@oakwoodvillage.net or Dave Mossner at 
(608) 230-4441, dave.mossner@oakwoodvillage.net

Honor the Memory of 
Someone You Care About 

At Oakwood, we are here to support one another.
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Enjoy the benefits of daily assistance in new one-bedroom apartments  

at Prairie Ridge.
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If your mailing address 

has changed or you no 

longer wish to receive 

the Oakwood Outlook 

newsletter, please 

contact Heidi Lauhon 

at heidi.lauhon@

oakwoodvillage.net  

or call (608) 230-4285.

The Rise Assisted Living  
set to open!


